Amendments to the Claims 



1. (canceled) 

2. (currently amended) Th e ap p a r atus according to claim - 1 - Apparatus comprising: 

a rotatable nicking member adapted to work in conjunction with a stripping member to 
pick notes generally one at a time from a stack of notes in an automated banking machine, 

wherein the nicking member includes a first disk portion. 

wherein the first disk portion includes a high friction arcuate segment, 

wherein the high friction arcuate segment is adapted to act on an 
end note bounding the stack. 

wherein the first disk portion of the p i c king m e m bc r includes an arcuate 
projecting portion in su p porting connection th er ewith , and 

wherein the arcuate projecting portion includes a the projecting 
surface adjacent to and transversely disposed from the high friction 
arcuate segment. 
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wherein the projecting surface is adapted to act on a leading 
edge area of the end note to prevent deformation of the 
leading edge area as the end note is acted upon bv the high 
friction arcuate segment . 

3. (currently amended) The a pp a r atus acco r ding to claim - 1 - Apparatus comprising: 

a rotatable picking member adapted to work in conjunction with a stripping member to 
pick notes generally one at a time from a stack of notes in an automated banking machine, 

wherein the picking member includes a first disk portion. 

wherein the first disk portion includes a high friction arcuate segment, 

wherein the high friction arcuate segment is adapted to act on an 
end note bounding the stack. 



wherein the picking member includes an arcuate projecting surface adjacent to 
and transversely disposed from the high friction arcuate segment, 

wherein the projecting surface extends radially outward relative to the first 
disk portion beyond the high friction arcuate segment^ 
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wherein the projecting surface is adapted to act on a leading edge area of 
the end note to prevent deformation of the leading edge area as the end 
note is acted upon bv the high friction arcuate segment . 

4. (original) The apparatus according to claim 2 wherein the projecting surface extends radially 
outward relative to the high friction arcuate segment through an arc on the first disk portion that 
is less than an arc through which the high friction arcuate segment extends. 

5. (original) The apparatus according to claim 4 wherein the high friction arcuate segment is 
bounded by a forward bovmdary, wherein in separating an end note from the stack a leading area 
adjacent the forward boundary of the high friction arcuate segment first engages the end note, and 
wherein the projecting surface extends radially outward beyond the high friction arcuate segment 
adjacent the leading area. 

6. (original) The apparatus according to claim 5 wherein the first disk portion includes a 
circumferential recess, and wherein a circumferential resilient band extends in the recess, and the 
resilient band includes the high friction arcuate segment, and wherein the projecting surface 
bounds the recess adjacent the leading area. 

7. (original) The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein the first disk portion includes a low 
friction arcuate segment, and wherein the low friction arcuate segment includes a projecting 
surface. 
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8. (original) The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein the high friction arcuate segment in the 
leading area includes angled tread. 

9. (original) The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein the resilient band is transversely wider 
in an area comprising the high friction arcuate segment relative to at least one other area of the 
resilient band. 

10. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 5 wherein the picking member further 
comprises a first outboard high friction portion disposed on a first transverse side of the first disk 
portion, and wherein the picking member further comprises a second outboard high fiiction 
portion disposed on a second side of the first disk portion, wherein the second side is being 
opposed of the first transverse side, and wherein the first and second outboard high friction 
portions are transversely aligned with at least a portion of the high friction arcuate segment, and 
wherein the first and second outboard high friction portions are adapted to engage and move the 
end note. 

11. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 10 wherein the first and second 
outboard high fiiction portions are transversely aligned with a portion of the high frict ion arcuate 
segment other than the leading area of the high friction arcuate segment. 
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12. (original) The apparatus according to claim 1 1 wherein the picking member comprises a first 
outboard recess, wherein a first outboard resilient circumferential band extends in the first 
outboard recess, and wherein the first outboard resilient circumferential band includes the first 
outboard high friction portion. 

13. (original) The apparatus according to claims 12 wherein the first outboard recess is bounded 
by at least one low friction first flange surface, and wherein the first flange surface extends 
radially outward beyond the first outboard resilient circumferential band in at least one area other 
than adjacent the first outboard high friction portion. 

14. (original) The apparatus according to claim 13 wherein the first outboard recess is bounded 
on each transverse side by a low friction flange surface. 

15. (original) The apparatus according to claim 1 1 wherein the picking member includes a central 
shaft, wherein the first disk portion is supported on the shaft. 

16. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 15 wherein the picking member 
further includes a first outboard disk portion supported on the shaft and transversely disposed on 
a first side of the first disk portion, and wherein the picking member further includes a second 
outboard disk portion supported on the shaft and transversely disposed on a second side of the 
first disk portion opposed of the first side. 
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17. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 16 wherein the first outboard high 
friction portion is supported on the first outboard disk portion, and wherein the second outboard 
high friction portion is supported on the second outboard disk portion. 

18. (original) The apparatus according to claim 17 wherein at least one of the first and second 
outboard disk portions includes a circumferential recess therein, wherein a resilient outboard 
band extends in the circumferential recess, and wherein the resilient band includes a 
corresponding first or second outboard high friction portion. 

19. (original) The apparatus according to claim 18 wherein the recess is bounded by a low 
friction flange portion, wherein the low friction flange portion extends further radially outward 
than the resilient band in an area other than adjacent the corresponding first or second outboard 
high friction portion. 

20. (original) The apparatus according to claim 19 wherein the recess is bounded on each side by 
a low friction flange portion. 

21. (original) The apparatus according to claim 17 wherein the first disk portion includes a 
circumferential recess, and wherein a resilient band extends in the recess, and wherein the 
resilient band includes the high friction arcuate portion, and wherein the projecting surface 
bounds the recess. 
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22. (original) The apparatus according to claim 21 wherein the first disk portion includes a low 
friction arcuate projecting portion, and wherein the low friction arcuate projecting portion 
includes the projecting surface. 

23. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 2 22 and further comprising a stripping 
member in generally opposed adjacent relation with the picking member higli friction arcuate 
segment , and wherein the projecting surface low frict i on arcuate- p rojecting p ortion is disposed 
transversely from the stripping member. 

24. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 3 + wherein in an operative position of 
the picking member, the projecting surface is transversely disposed of the stripping member. 

25. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 22 22 and further comprising a 
stripping member in generally opposed adjacent relation with the high friction arcuate segment, 
and wherein the low friction arcuate projecting portion is disposed transversely from the 
stripping member, and further comprising a carry away member in generally opposed adjacent 
relation with the resilient band, and wherein the end note being separated from the stack moves 
in intermediate relation of the resilient band and the carry away member. 

26. (original) The apparatus according to claim 25 wherein the carry away member is 
transversely disposed of the stripping member. 
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27. (original) The apparatus according to claim 26 and further comprising an automated banking 
machine including a housing, and wherein the picking member, stripping member and carry away 
member are in supporting connection with the housing. 

28. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 27 2 wherein the picking member 
includes a shaft, wherein the first disk portion is supported on the shaft, wherein the shaft has a 
first end, and further comprising and whe r ein the housing includes a moveable tab portion, and 
wherein the first end of the shaft is rotatable in supporting connection with the tab portion. 

29. (currently amended) The apparatus aecording to claim 28 wherein the shaft includes a second 
end opposed of the first end, and further comprising wherein the banking machine fu r t h e r 
includ e s a rotatable drive shaft portion, and wherein the picking member is adapted to rotate 
ro tates responsive to rotation of the drive shaft portion, and wherein the tab portion axially biases 
the shaft o f th e picking memb er into engagement with the drive shaft portion. 

30. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 29 and further comprising an 
automated banking machine housing, wherein the tab portion is integral with and integrally 
formed with the from the automated banking machine housings and wherein the tab portion is 
moveable to enable the picking member to be disengaged from the drive shaft portion. 
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3 1 . (original) The apparatus according to claim 27 wherein the housing includes a first integrally 
formed leaf spring portion, wherein the first leaf spring portion is operative to hold the stripping 
member in abutting relation with the picking member. 

32. (original) The apparatus according to claim 27 wherein the housing includes a first integrally 
formed leaf spring portion, and wherein the first leaf spring portion is operative to hold the carry 
away member in an abutting relation with the picking member. 

33. (original) The apparatus according to claim 32 wherein the housing includes a second 
integrally formed leaf spring portion, and wherein the second leaf spring portion is operative to 
hold the stripping member in adjacent relation with the picking member. 

34. (original) The apparatus according to claim 33 wherein the automated banking machine 
includes at least one input device, and wherein the picking member is caused to rotate and to 
move the end note responsive to at least one input to the at least one input device. 

35. (currently amended) Apparatus comprising: 

a picking member ada p ted to wo r k in conjunction with a stripping membe r tapick 
sheets gene r ally one at a time from a stack of sheets in an automated banking 
machine, the picking member including a ' h igli fnction surface relatively 
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moveable with regard t o the strip p ing membe r , wher e in movem e nt of the picking 
m e mber relative te r the st r ip p ing membe r causes a leading edge area on an e nd 
note bounding thc - stack to move in intermediate r elation between th e liigli f r icti ort 
surface and the stri pp ing membe r , wh er ein the -p icking membe r includes at leas t 
one pr o jecting su r face extending o utwa r d t o wa r d the end note and adjacent and 
transv e rsely disposed from the stripping membe r , wherein the at least o ne 
projecting surface is - o p e r ative to p revent d e fo r mation in the leading e dge area as 
th e leading edge ai ' ca m o ves between the high f r iction su r face and the stripping 
membe r 

a rotatable picking member adapted to work in conjunction with a stripping member to 
pick notes generally one at a time from a stack of notes in an automated banking machine, 
wherein the nicking member is operative to cause a leading edge area on an end note 
bounding the stack to move. 

wherein the picking member includes a first disk portion having a high friction 
arcuate segment. 

wherein the first disk portion is movable about an axis, 

wherein the high friction arcuate segment is adapted to act on the end note. 
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wherein the picking member includes a low friction arcuate projecting portion 
adjacent to and axiallv disposed from the high friction arcuate segment. 



wherein the arcuate projecting portion includes an arcuate projecting 
surface. 



wherein the arcuate projecting surface is adapted to act on a leading edge 
area of the end note to prevent deformation of the leading edge area as the 
end note is acted upon bv the high friction arcuate segment . 

36. (currently amended) The appa r atus according to claim 3 5 Apparatus comprising: 

a picking member adapted to work in conjunction with a stripping member to pick sheets 
generally one at a time from a stack of sheets in an automated banking machine, wherein 
the picking member is operative to cause a leading edge area on an end note bounding the 
stack to move. 



wherein the picking member includes an arcuate high friction surface. 

wherein the high friction surface extends a distance on the picking 
member along the a picking direction from a forward edge bounding the 
high friction surface, 



- 12 - 




wherein the picking member includes at least one arcuate projecting surface. 



wherein the at least one arcuate projecting surface is adjacent to and 
transversely disposed from the high friction surface, and 

wherein the at least one arcuate projecting surface extends adjacent the 
forward edge and extends along the picking direction only a portion of the 
distance that the high friction surface extends on the picking member^ 

wherein the at least one arcuate projecting surface is operative to prevent 
deformation in the leading edge area as the leading edge area moves . 

37. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 36 and further comprising at least one 
outboard high friction segment transversely disposed on the picking member from of the high 
friction surface and wherein the at least one outboard high friction segment is transversely 
aligned with a portion of the high friction surface and is not transversely aligned with the at least 
one projecting surface. 

38. (new) Apparatus comprising; 

a rotatable picking member adapted to work in conjunction with a stripping member to 
pick notes generally one at a time from a stack of notes in an automated banking machine, 
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wherein the picking member includes a first disk portion, 



wherein the first disk portion includes a high fnction arcuate segment, 

wherein the high fnction arcuate segment is adapted to act on an 
end note bounding the stack, 

wherein the picking member includes an arcuate projecting surface adjacent to 
and transversely disposed fi*om the high friction arcuate segment, 

wherein the projecting surface extends radially outward relative to the first 
disk portion beyond the high fiiction arcuate segment, 

wherein the projecting surface is adapted to act on a leading edge 
area of the end note as the end note is acted upon by the high 
fnction arcuate segment. 



39. (new) Apparatus comprising: 

a rotatable picking member adapted to work in conjunction with a stripping member to 
pick notes generally one at a time from a stack of notes in an automated banking machine. 
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wherein the picking member is operative to cause a leading edge area on an end note 
bounding the stack to move, 



wherein the picking member includes a first disk portion having a high friction 
arcuate segment, 

wherein the first disk portion is movable about an axis, 

wherein the high friction arcuate segment is adapted to act on the end note, 

wherein the picking member includes a low friction arcuate projecting 
portion adjacent to and axially disposed from the high friction arcuate 
segment, 

wherein the arcuate projecting portion includes an arcuate 
projecting surface extending radially outward relative to the first 
disk portion and wherein the arcuate projecting surface extends 
radially outward at least as far as the high friction arcuate segment, 

wherein the arcuate projecting surface is adapted to act on a 
leading edge area of the end note as the end note is acted upon by 
the high friction arcuate segment. 
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